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Refrain: John 1:14, alt.
Verses: Psalm 98:1-9ab, The Revised Grail Psalms
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Notes

Inspired by the Communion chant for the Mass at Midnight as well as the gospel for the Mass during
the Day, “The Word of God Became Flesh” was written to accompany the Communion procession for
the Solemnity of Christmas; it is appropriate for use throughout the Christmas season as well. The
antiphon text is based on John 1:14 and the translation of Psalm 98 is from The Revised Grail Psalms.

My intention was to craft a setting that would both reflect the solemnity of the feast and have the
length and substance for the entire Communion procession, especially for those communities that
experience an increase in attendance during the season. Beyond the practical issues, I was drawn to
the juxtaposition of the prologue of John’s gospel with the words of Psalm 98. Since much of the
liturgical repertoire for Christmas places an emphasis on the historical events surrounding Christ’s
birth, I decided to set a biblical text that reflected the deeper theological implications of the
Incarnation and its connection to the entire Paschal Mystery.

“The Word of God Became Flesh” is set for SATB choir, cantor, congregation and organ, with
optional parts for C instrument and cello. In order to reflect its use as a processional, the piece should
be performed at a walking pace in order to facilitate the movement of the communicants. While I
believe it is important that the setting be presented in its entirety, it is possible to omit the
instrumental interludes and/or some of the verses, depending on the time required for the procession.
It is possible, too, for a cantor to sing the verses—even the choral verses—accompanied by the organ.

—Normand Gouin
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