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Inspired by the Communion chant for the Mass at Midnight as well as the gospel for the Mass during 
the Day, “The Word of God Became Flesh” was written to accompany the Communion procession for 
the  Solemnity  of  Christmas;  it  is  appropriate  for  use  throughout  the  Christmas  season  as  well.  The 
antiphon text is based on John 1:14 and the translation of Psalm 98 is from The Revised Grail Psalms.

My  intention  was  to  craft  a  setting  that  would  both  reflect  the  solemnity  of  the  feast  and  have  the 
length  and  substance  for  the  entire  Communion  procession,  especially  for  those  communities  that 
experience an increase in attendance during the season. Beyond the practical issues, I was drawn to 
the  juxtaposition  of  the  prologue  of  John’s  gospel  with  the  words  of  Psalm  98.  Since  much  of  the 
liturgical  repertoire  for  Christmas  places  an  emphasis  on  the  historical  events  surrounding  Christ’s 
birth,  I  decided  to  set  a  biblical  text  that  reflected  the  deeper  theological  implications  of  the 
Incarnation and its connection to the entire Paschal Mystery.  

“The  Word  of  God  Became  Flesh”  is  set  for  SATB  choir,  cantor,  congregation  and  organ,  with 
optional parts for C instrument and cello. In order to reflect its use as a processional, the piece should 
be  performed  at  a  walking  pace  in  order  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  the  communicants.  While  I 
believe  it  is  important  that  the  setting  be  presented  in  its  entirety,  it  is  possible  to  omit  the 
instrumental interludes and/or some of the verses, depending on the time required for the procession. 
It is possible, too, for a cantor to sing the verses—even the choral verses—accompanied by the organ.

Notes

—Normand Gouin

Li
ce

ns
ed

 to
 S

ai
nt

 C
ar

lo
 A

cu
tis

 P
ar

is
h,

 li
m

it:
 1

0 
co

pi
es

.



& b b b b 24 22 24Œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
The Word of God be - came

w
flesh.

& b b b b 24 Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
The Word of God made his

& b b b b œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
dwell - ing a - mong us.

œ Œ œ œ
We have

& b b b b ˙ œ œ
seen his

˙ w ˙
glo - ry, his

˙ w Ó
glo - ry.

John 1:14, alt.
Psalm 98:1–9ab Normand Gouin

THE WORD OF GOD BECAME FLESH

THE ORIGINAL PURCHASER OF THIS EDITION — presuming that sufficient 
copies have been purchased for choir, cantor, accompanist, instrumentalists, etc. — 
is  authorized  to  photoduplicate  the  material  printed  in  this  box  for  use  solely  by 
his/her  own  parish/community.  This  authorization  is  only  for  assembly  use,  and 
only  for  disposable  service  bulletins.  The  entire  contents  (but  not  the  box  itself) 
must  be  reproduced.  Removal  of  the  title,  writer’s  name  or  copyright  notice  is 
prohibited, although they may be reset to match the type style of the remainder of 
the bulletin material. For all other uses, go to OneLicense.net.

For an electronic version of this reprint material,
or for related licensing needs and inquiries,

go to OneLicense.net or call 1-800-663-1501.
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