
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
from the Roman Martyrology

The announcement of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord from the Roman Martyrology draws 
upon Sacred Scripture to declare in a formal way the birth of Christ.  It begins with creation and 
relates the birth of the Lord to the major events and personages of sacred and secular history.  The 
particular events contained in the announcement help pastorally to situate the birth of Jesus in 
the context of salvation history.

This text, The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, may be chanted or recited, most appropriately 
on December 24, during the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours.  It may also be chanted or 
recited before the beginning of Christmas Mass during the Night.  It may not replace any part of 
the Mass.
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